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• Project Overview

• Raptor and Heron Nest Study Results

• Bylaw amendment recommendations

• Next Steps

• Q/A with community and LTC



• Current DPA was adopted in 2008 based upon surveys conducted by local 
volunteers in 2005 and 2006 through the Wildlife Tree Stewardship initiative (WiTS).

• Nest trees were mapped with assistance of Islands Trust staff.

• The LTC has initiated An update of raptor and heron trees as new nests are 
established and older ones abandoned.

Project Scope: update DPA 7 Schedule O map, review DPA 7 OCP provisions, engage in 
consultation and undertake the legislative process to amend the OCP as required

More project information: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/north-pender/projects/

https://islandstrust.bc.ca/island-planning/north-pender/projects/


• The Official Community Plan (OCP) is a document that lays out a community’s long-term 
vision and strategy for guiding future planning and land use

• Local governments have the authority to designate Development Permit Areas (DPAs) 
within OCPs.

• In this case, the intended purpose is for the protection of the natural environment, its 
ecosystems and biological diversity, in accordance with the Local Government Act.

• The OCP must describe the special conditions or objectives that justify the designation.

• The local government must also specify guidelines for how proposed development in that 
area can address the special conditions or objectives.



• The North Pender OCP includes DPA provisions for the protection of habitat used by bald 
eagles, other raptors and great blue herons for nesting and breeding.

• General Applicability (exemptions may apply)
• a) Subdivision of land. 
• b) Construction of, addition to, or alteration of a building or other structure. 
• c) Alteration of land

• OCP: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/north-pender-island-ocp-bylaw-no-171/
• Fact Sheet: https://islandstrust.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/npedpa7raptor.pdf

https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/north-pender-island-ocp-bylaw-no-171/
https://islandstrust.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/npedpa7raptor.pdf


• Legal map showing locations of DPA 7 

• Schedule O https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/north-pender-island-sch-o-map-ocp-
bylaw-no-2023/

• Map was last updated in 2008

• Part of project scope is to update map 

https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/north-pender-island-sch-o-map-ocp-bylaw-no-2023/


• Engagement Letter to First Nations – Complete 

• Development of Project Charter/Workplan – Complete

• Updated 2024 Raptor Nest Study - Complete

• Letter to property owners - Complete

• Staff reports with analysis and recommendations - Ongoing

• Bylaw amendment options and legislative process – Getting started



• Registered professional biologist (RP Bio) contracted to complete work with support 
from volunteer field naturalist – both with local expertise

• Scope of required work:
• Data collection, analysis and ground-truthing
• Provision of data points in a GIS format consistent with Islands Trust mapping 

standards
• Summary report including: 

• Description of project scope, purpose and data collection methods
• Summary and analysis of existing and new site specific nesting data o 

Recommendations for potential amendments to OCP 

• June 2024 Study Report 

https://webfiles.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/north-pender/current-projects/Raptor%20Nest%20DPA%20Review%20Project/7%20-%20Professional%20Reports/NP-LTC_Raptor%20Report_June_2024_Final.pdf


Web link – August 2024 Mapping

https://webfiles.islandstrust.bc.ca/islands/local-trust-areas/north-pender/current-projects/Raptor%20Nest%20DPA%20Review%20Project/6%20-%20Other%20Information/Raptor%20Nest%20Draft%20Map%20V2.%20-%20August%202024.pdf


• Recommendations consider updated provincial guidance and best practices 

• 23 new nest sites in total, 1 existing site to be removed as is no longer functional

• Amendments to OCP Designation and Special Conditions and Objectives Sections

• Species specific changes to protection area buffers



• Current buffer area is 30-50 metres

• Proposed changes in accordance with provincial guidelines

• RP Bio states:

A single strict buffer size for all species and situations is not generally feasible or biologically 
appropriate. Best management practices help determine buffers for certain habitat values, but 
their application can differ based on different criteria. For example, the provincial guidelines 
specify buffers for raptor nests, but the standard is different depending on the ability of 
individual birds to tolerate human disturbance, the time of year, and whether the nest is located 
in urban, rural or undeveloped areas. As a result, depending on species, the buffer may be as 
little as 1.5 tree lengths (60 m) or as wide as 500 metres.



• Continued engagement with property owners and others potentially affected by changes 

• Further QA/QC on mapping data and study findings including staff site visits as necessary

• Recommendations to LTC at the November 29 meeting including presentation of a draft bylaw

• As this would be an OCP amendment, a public hearing would be required prior to third 
reading of any bylaw

• Amending the OCP would also require Minister of Municipal Affairs approval prior to final 
adoption in accordance with the Islands Trust Act 
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