
From: Laura Patrick <lpatrick@islandstrust.bc.ca>  
Sent: Sunday, January 16, 2022 5:50 PM 
To: Janice McLean < >; Peter Luckham <pluckham@islandstrust.bc.ca>; Peter 
Grove <pgrove@islandstrust.bc.ca> 
Cc: SSIInfo <ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca> 
Subject: RE: Housing Needs on SSI 

 
Janice, 
 
I am trying to bring people together to work on this important issue.  The purpose of the task force is to 
bring a diverse voice together to work toward solutions.  We will be conducting public engagement very 
soon.   
 
The objectives of the housing action planning initiative are to maximize the benefits and minimize the 
harms of new housing on Salt Spring, including its ecological, climatic, and socioeconomic 
dimensions.  The Salt Spring community is made up of residents of all abilities, incomes, lifestyles, 
livelihoods, and household types.  We need a spectrum of housing types to ensure a healthy and diverse 
community.   
 
You bring up an important issue – data.  We do need to find ways to better understand what is 
happening.   
 
Laura  
 
From: Janice McLean ]  

Sent: Sunday, January 16, 2022 5:02 PM 
To: Peter Luckham; Laura Patrick; Peter Grove 

Subject: Housing Needs on SSI 

 

Dear Trustees, 
  

I have given this issue of housing needs on Salt Spring Island a lot of thought, and I 
hope that you each will read this letter with an open mind.  I was very disappointed 
that trustee Laura Patrick described concerns about expanded densities as fear-
mongering, jibber jabber and droning on.  To me these are unacceptably 
disrespectful put-downs and do not encourage residents to listen to each others 
concerns. 
  

I am a year resident of SSI and was the landlord of a legal, low cost rental for 
years.  I am very concerned about the shortage of rental housing here – subsidised, 
workforce and for retired people. 
  

Starting with a quick look at CRD/census population numbers, it seems that SSI’s 
population has been growing by approximately 100 people per year over the past 20 
years. 
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Then I asked what has happened to housing stock.  Since the early 90s when we 
moved here, the additions include a constant increase in new homes, cottages and 
suites all over the island, plus the Ganges area developments of Kingfisher, Bishop’s 
Green, Bishop’s Walk, Roscommon, Cottonwood Close, Summerside, Meadowbrook, 
Heritage Place, and more are planned such as Meadowlane.  In addition, there has 
been subsidised low rent housing added with Salt Spring Commons, Murakami 
Gardens, Croftonbrook, Lautman House and others being planned including Drake 
Road and Dragonfly. 
  

So at first glance the housing stock seems to have more than kept pace with the 
population increase.  This led me to the proliferation of STVRs.  How much of the 
housing rental stock has been diverted to the lucrative tourist accommodation. ( 
Please see the attached article.)  I think we need this data.  Can it be that difficult to 
look at advertising platforms such as AirB&B, identify all on Salt Spring, list those 
which are illegal and act to try to get them returned to rental or owner-occupied 
housing for locals. Our OCP is clear that STVRs are prohibited. 
  

In 2020 you expanded the suspended enforcement of all illegal dwellings on SSI 
“until there are safe, secure, appropriate housing options for all demographics and 
household types in perpetuity”.   But since there is no rent control, rents can go as 
high as the market will allow.   
  

It would be very helpful if you would define what you mean by “affordable” 
housing.  How much subsidised housing is needed for a population of our 
size?  Where does rent to income apply? It is important that this housing be for SSI 
residents and not attract incomers. I have been saddened by the stories of long time 
residents leaving the island because of housing costs, and of course we personally 
know people who have been forced away for this reason. 
  

What is considered affordable for working people?  I am assuming that there is a 
range of incomes from a store worker to a newly arrived doctor, and that family size 
is also a factor in housing needs.  What is the data on salaries, and what percentage 
of income is appropriate for rent in BC?  Where is the data on rents on SSI? 

  

Finally, I believe your first priority must be to protect the natural 
environment.  Housing solutions must be found that also meet this objective. I urge 
you to keep this focus as the basis of all of your decisions, use up-to-date scientific 
data, and protect the future of this fragile island for the generations to come.  I 



encourage you to search for successful, creative housing models that could be 
adapted for here e.g. co-ops, co-housing.  We need a multi–pronged approach to 
address the housing needs of the different populations here including health care 
workers, RCMP, teachers, ferry workers, trades, store clerks, artists, small business 
owners, and those with mental health and addiction issues. 
  

I am asking that you act with extreme care, particularly concerning development, up-
zoning, and other essentially irreversible land use decisions. 
  

Sincerely, 
Janice Mclean 
 




