


Policy Statement Bylaw No. 183 

Salt Spring Island Local Trust Committee Referral Response 

1. Clarify through improved wording and/or definitions that the preservation and protection 
of the natural, terrestrial, and marine environment is central to the Islands Trust mandate. 

2. Add a new guiding principle that explicitly addresses climate change, including climate 
risk, adaptation, mitigation, and long-term community and ecosystem resilience. 

3. Acknowledge the cumulative impacts of both development and climate change on forest 
health, and explicitly include ‘forests’ within guiding principle 2.1.6. 

4. Strengthen and articulate the interdependencies among Goals 3, 4, and 5, particularly 
with respect to environmental protection, but also consider reconciliation, climate 
resilience, and long-term sustainability. 

5. Expand the goal (Goal 3 – Preserve and Protect Healthy, Biodiverse Ecosystems) and 
associated policies to move beyond identification and protection alone, and include 
ecosystem restoration and enhancement, while accounting for current and future climate 
change impacts. 

6. In Policy 3.3.6 – Marine and Coastal Ecosystems, recognize that the Trust Area’s more 
than 1,300 km of marine shoreline and nearshore environments include a broader range of 
ecosystems than those listed. Introduce the list with the phrase “including, but not limited 
to” to ensure comprehensive protection. 

7. Strengthen the language of Goal 4 (Foster Sustainable, Inclusive, and Resilient 
Communities) to more clearly integrate environmental protection and climate change 
mitigation, adaptation, and resilience as foundational components of sustainable and 
inclusive communities. 

8. Strengthen Policy 3.4.5 – Climate Change and Land Use to avoid new or increased 
exposure to climate-related risks, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and support 
proactive climate adaptation measures through land-use planning and nature-based 
solutions. 

9. Strengthen Policy 3.4.6 – Climate and Natural Hazard Risks to be more anticipatory and 
future-focused, emphasizing risk avoidance rather than reliance on adaptation alone, and 
restricting development in areas subject to present and projected climate-related hazards. 

10. Add a new advocacy policy in Transportation that recognizes the impacts that BC 
Ferries has on island communities and encourage BC Ferries to be an active and willing 
partner in long-term island community planning.  



11. Strengthen Freshwater policies by converting advocacy policies into a directive policy 
that explicitly enables and requires coordination with the Province, regional and 
improvement districts, First Nations, and other authorities to protect long-term potable 
water resilience across the Trust Area. 

12. Acknowledge Agriculture as a keystone of community planning and resilience. Develop 
a directive policy that explicitly enables and requires coordination with the Province, the 
Agricultural Land Commission, regional districts, First Nations, and other authorities to 
protect long-term agricultural viability and resilience in the Trust Area.  

13. Within the implementation plan framework, include an option for a Local Trust 
Committee or island municipality to prepare a Context Statement that identifies the 
relationship between an Official Community Plan (OCP) and the guiding principles, goals, 
and directive and advisory policies of the Trust Policy Statement. The Context Statement 
should outline how the OCP will be made consistent with the Trust Policy Statement over 
time and it should be a part of an OCP. 

14. Develop and include a clear amendment process for the Trust Policy Statement to 
ensure it remains current and relevant, including a mechanism that allows any Islands 
Trust body to request amendments. 

 


