
 
GABRIOLA ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 

BYLAW NO. 316 

 
 

A BYLAW TO AMEND GABRIOLA ISLAND OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN, 1997 

 
 
The Gabriola Island Local Trust Committee, being the Trust Committee having jurisdiction in respect 
of the Gabriola Island Local Trust Area under the Islands Trust Act, enacts as follows: 
 
1. Gabriola Island Local Trust Committee Bylaw No. 166, cited as “Gabriola Official Community Plan 

(Gabriola) Bylaw No. 166, 1997”, is amended as per Schedules “1” and “2” attached to and 
forming part of this bylaw. 
 

2. This bylaw may be cited for all purposes as “Gabriola Official Community Plan (Gabriola) Bylaw 
No. 166, 1997, Amendment No. 1, 2023”. 
 
 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS 14th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2023 
 
READ A SECOND TIME THIS  ______  DAY OF _________ 202x 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD THIS ______  DAY OF _________ 202x 
 
READ A THIRD TIME THIS  ______  DAY OF _________ 202x 
 
APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ISLANDS TRUST THIS 
 
  ______  DAY OF  _________ 202x 
 
APPROVED BY THE MINISTER OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS THIS 
 
  ______  DAY OF  _________ 202x 
 
 
ADOPTED THIS ______  DAY OF   202x 
 
 
 
 
            
Chair       Secretary 

PROPOSED 
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GABRIOLA ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
BYLAW NO. 316 

Schedule “1” 
 

1. Schedule “A” of Gabriola Island Official Community Plan (Gabriola) Bylaw, 1997 is 
amended as follows: 

 
1.1 Preface, Map Schedules, III. Schedule D is amended by replacing the words “and 9” 

with “, 9 and 10”. 
 

1.2 Section 6 – Environmental, Marine and Heritage Resources, Subsection 6.2 Marine 
Resources, Marine Resource Policies, clause “b)” is amended by inserting the words 
“ferry terminal;” before “and, marine transportation.” 

 
1.3 Section 6 – Environmental, Marine and Heritage Resources, Subsection 6.2 Marine 

Resources, Marine Resource Policies, clause “g)” is amended by inserting the words 
“or ferry terminal:” after “marine transportation”. 

 
1.4 Section 6 – Environmental, Marine and Heritage Resources, Subsection 6.2 Marine 

Resources, Marine Resource Policies, clause “g) i.” is amended by replacing the 
words “BC Ferry Corporations” with “British Columbia Ferry Services Inc.” 

 
1.5 Section 7 – Transportation and Servicing, Subsection 7.2 Water Transportation, 

Water Transportation Policies, clause “c)” is amended by removing the words: 
“Vancouver Island and/or”. 

 
1.6  Section 7 – Transportation and Servicing, Subsection 7.2 Water Transportation, 

Water Transportation Policies, clause “e)” is deleted in its entirety and replaced with 
“The ferry terminal at Descanso Bay operated by British Columbia Ferry Services Inc. 
provides an essential transportation service for the Gabriola Island community and 
visitors to and from Vancouver Island.  Upgrading of the ferry terminal is strongly 
supported to improve the overall customer experience. The ferry terminal and 
adjacent marine area in Descanso Bay shall be subject to a Development Permit Area 
established for the protection of the natural environment, protection of development 
from hazardous conditions, regulation of the form and character of commercial 
development and promotion of energy and water conservation and greenhouse gas 
emission reduction. Ferry Terminal zoning shall regulate permitted uses, building and 
structures, signage and parking.” 

 
1.7 Section 7 – Transportation and Servicing, Subsection 7.2 Water Transportation, 

Water Transportation Policies, clauses “g), h) and i)” be deleted and replaced with 
the following, and all subsequent clauses re-numbered chronologically: 

 
“f) British Columbia Ferry Services Inc. should continue to engage the Islands Trust, 
First Nations, Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, customers and the Ferry 
Advisory Committee on implementing the Terminal Development Plan for the ferry 
terminal at Descanso Bay.” 
 

1.8 Section 9 – Development Permit Areas, Subsection 9.4 DP-9 Light Industrial Use 
Development Permit Area, is corrected by replacing the reference to “Area 8” with 
“Area 9”. 
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1.9 Section 9 – Development Permit Areas, is amended by adding a new subsection 9.5: 

 
“9.5 Development Permits to Establish Objectives for the Protection of the Natural 
Environment, Protection of Development from Hazardous Conditions, Form and 
Character of Commercial Development and Promotion of Energy, Water 
Conservation and Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 
 
DP-10 Ferry Terminal 
Development Permit Area 10 (Schedule D) is designated according to Section 
488(1)(a),(b),(f),(h),(i) and (j) of the Local Government Act and includes the only site 
designated ‘Ferry Terminal’ in the planning area. The area is also designated as an 
area for which development approval information may be required as authorized by 
Section 485 of the Local Government Act. Development approval information in the 
form of a report from a registered professional biologist and/or another qualified 
professional may be required due to the special conditions and objectives described 
below. The Development Permit Area should not be interpreted as a prohibition on 
development activity but as identification of areas where professional assessment 
and specific development adaptation measures are required. 
 
Justification 
Descanso Bay represents an ecologically important marine environment and 
significant coastal setting with rich social and economic history. The bay maintains a 
strong sense of place and identity as the gateway to Gabriola Island. The ferry 
terminal represents the busiest traffic corridor on the island with critical 
infrastructure which may be damaged by future coastal flooding related to sea level 
rise. The designation of this area as a DPA will help ensure that environmental, social 
and cultural values are protected and future terminal redevelopment or expansion 
reflects the needs of the community and can adapt to a changing climate. 
 
Objective 
The objectives of this development permit area are as follows: 

1. To enhance the natural shoreline and marine environment. 
2. To manage development in areas exposed to future flooding from the 

combined effects of sea level rise and coastal storms.  
3. To improve the maritime commercial character, safety and efficiency of the 

ferry terminal for local residents, visitors and service providers. 
4. To encourage innovative building design and ecological and cultural 

interpretive signage for Descanso Bay in Hul’qumi’num and English languages. 
5. To reduce energy and water consumption in buildings and encourage 

occupant comfort, health and safety. 
6. To encourage pedestrian, bicycle and transit use. 

 
Information Note: Development Permit Area Guidelines for DP-10 Ferry Terminal are 
in the Gabriola Island Land Use Bylaw.” 
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GABRIOLA ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
BYLAW NO. 316 

Schedule “2” 
 

1. Schedule “B” of Gabriola Island Official Community Plan (Gabriola) Bylaw, 1997 is 
amended as follows: 
 

1.1 Schedule “B” – Land Use Designations – North Sheet, is amended as follows: 
 

a. On those lands described as DISTRICT LOT 2058, NANAIMO DISTRICT, AS SHOWN 
ON PLAN VIP75537 (PID 025-798-090) the land use designation is changed from 
“Resource” and “Marine” to “Ferry Terminal” as shown on Plan No. 1 attached to 
and forming part of this bylaw and by making such alterations to Schedule “B” of 
Bylaw No. 166 as are required to effect this change. 

 
b. On those lands described as LOT A, SECTION 20, GABRIOLA ISLAND, NANAIMO 

DISTRICT, PLAN VIP75538 (PID 025-798-103) the land use designation is changed 
from “Resource” and “Small Rural Residential” to “Ferry Terminal” as shown on 
Plan No. 1 attached to and forming part of this bylaw and by making such 
alterations to Schedule “B” of Bylaw No. 166 as are required to effect this change. 

 
c. On those marine areas on Plan No. 1 the land use designation is changed from 

“Marine” to “Ferry Terminal” as shown on Plan No. 1 attached to and forming part 
of this bylaw and by making such alterations to Schedule “B” of Bylaw No. 166 as 
are required to effect this change. 

 
2. Schedule “D” – Development Permit Areas - OCP D North Sheet, is amended by designating 

a new Development Permit Area “DP 10 – Ferry Terminal” on those marine areas and lands 
described as DISTRICT LOT 2058, NANAIMO DISTRICT, AS SHOWN ON PLAN VIP75537 (PID 
025-798-090); LOT A, SECTION 20, GABRIOLA ISLAND, NANAIMO DISTRICT, PLAN VIP75538 
(PID 025-798-103) and in those areas as shown on Plan No. 2 attached to and forming part 
of this bylaw and by making such alterations to Schedule “D” of Bylaw No. 166 as are 
required to effect this change. 
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GABRIOLA ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
BYLAW NO. 316 

 
Plan No. 1  
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GABRIOLA ISLAND LOCAL TRUST COMMITTEE 
BYLAW NO. 316 

 
Plan No. 2 

 

 
 


