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THEME
OVERALL 
THEME 

WEIGHTING

SUITABILITY 
WEIGHTING

LAYER REFERENCE NAME 

PROTECT
ENVIRONMENT

40

10 Marine shore adjacency
Methods for Determining High Value Biodiversity 
Areas and Identifying Land Securement Options 

Within the Islands Trust Area

10 Sensitive Ecosystems
Howe Sound Terrestrial Ecosystem Mapping to 

Sensitve Ecosystem Mapping 

10 At Risk Ecological Communities
Methods for Determining High Value Biodiversity 
Areas and Identifying Land Securement Options 

Within the Islands Trust Area

10 VRI Dominant Age Forest Inventory Strategic Plan

PRESERVE 
FRESHWATER 

40

10 Groundwater Recharge Potential
Islands Trust Area Groundwater Recharge Potential 

Mapping Report

10 Watershed Resilliency 
Watershed Resilliency Mapping in the Islands Trust 

Area

10 Groundwater Well Density
GIS process Kernel Density of the BC Groundwater 

Wells Registry (GWELLS) 

10 Risk of Saltwater Intrusion
GIS Modelling of Sea Water Intrusion Risk Along 

British Columbia's Coast

SUSTAINABLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

20
10 Road Adjacency Digital Road Atlas geodatabase

10 Steep Slopes Processed LIDARBC Digital Elevation Model 



THEME LAYER

OVERALL 

SUITABILITY

WEIGHTING

LAYER UNITS
ORIGINAL 

CLASSIFICIATION

CLASSIFICATION 

VALUE
SUITABILITY 

SUITABILITY 

FACTOR

Man-made 0.5 MODERATE 5

Unknown 0.5 MODERATE 5

Rock Cliff 0.6 LOW 3

Channel 0.7 LOW 2

Mud Flat 0.7 LOW 2

Gravel Flat 0.9 VERY LOW 1

Gravel Beach 0.9 VERY LOW 1

Rock with Gravel Beach 0.9 VERY LOW 1

Sand Beach 1 VERY LOW 1

Estuary, Marsh or Lagoon 1 VERY LOW 1

Rock with Sand Beach 1 VERY LOW 1

Sand Flat 1 VERY LOW 1

Rock Platform 1 VERY LOW 1

Sand and Gravel Beach 1 VERY LOW 1

Sand and Gravel Flat 1 VERY LOW 1

Rock, Sand and Gravel Beach 1 VERY LOW 1

NA 0 VERY HIGH 10

YOUNG FOREST 1 VERY LOW 1

SEASONALLY FLOODED 1 VERY LOW 1

MATURE/OLD FOREST 1 VERY LOW 1

HERBACEOUS 1 VERY LOW 1

CLIFF 1 VERY LOW 1

SAND 1 VERY LOW 1

WETLAND 1 VERY LOW 1

WOODLAND 1 VERY LOW 1

OLDER FOREST 1 VERY LOW 1

RIPARIAN 1 VERY LOW 1

FRESHWATER 1 VERY LOW 1

NONE 0 VERY HIGH 10

YELLOW .33 HIGH 6

BLUE .66 MODERATE 3

RED 1.0 LOW 1

Cleared 0 VERY HIGH 10

Pole/Sappling 10-20 HIGH 8

Young Forest 40-60 MODERATE 5

Mature Forest 60-100 LOW 2

Old Forest >100 VERY LOW 1

Dominant Age 10
AGE SCALE  

PERCENTAGE

PROTECT 

ENVIRONMENT

Marine shore adjacency 5
SHORE ZONES

IMPORTANCE 

SCALE

Sensitive Ecosystems

(PRIMARY, SECONDARY, AND 

TERTIARY)

15
SENSITIVIY 

IMPORTANCE 

SCALE 

At Risk Ecological Communities 10 RISK SCALE



THEME LAYER

OVERALL 

SUITABILITY

WEIGHTING

LAYER UNITS
ORIGINAL 

CLASSIFICIATION

CLASSIFICATION 

VALUE
SUITABILITY 

SUITABILITY 

FACTOR

HIGH DISCHARGE 0.0-0.1 LOW 5

LOW 0.1-0.2 HIGH 8

MODERATE 0.2-0.4 HIGH 8

HIGH 0.4-0.8 LOW 2

VERY HIGH >0.8 VERY LOW 1

VERY HIGH 0.8-1.0 VERY LOW 1

HIGH 0.5-0.8 LOW 1

MODERATE 0.3-0.5 MODERATE 5

LOW 0.1 - 0.3 HIGH 9

VERY LOW 0 - 0.1 VERY HIGH 10

VERY LOW <1 VERY HIGH 10

LOW 1-10 HIGH 8

MODERATE 10-20 MODERATE 4

HIGH 20-30 LOW 2

VERY HIGH >30 VERY LOW 1

VERY LOW VERY LOW VERY HIGH 10

LOW LOW HIGH 8

MODERATE MODERATE MODERATE 5

HIGH HIGH LOW 2

VERY HIGH VERY HIGH VERY LOW 1

Groundwater Well Density 10
WELLS 

per Km2

Risk of Saltwater Intrusion 10 RISK CLASS

PRESERVE 

FRESHWATER

Groundwater Recharge Potential 10
POTENTIAL 

RASTER SCALE 

Watershed Resilliency 10
RESILLENCY 

RASTER SCALE



THEME LAYER

OVERALL 

SUITABILITY

WEIGHTING

LAYER UNITS
ORIGINAL 

CLASSIFICIATION

CLASSIFICATION 

VALUE
SUITABILITY 

SUITABILITY 

FACTOR

VERY NEAR <200 VERY HIGH 10

NEAR 200-400 HIGH 8

MODERATE 400-600 MODERATE 5

FAR 600-800 LOW 2

VERY FAR 800-1000 VERY LOW 1

VERY LOW 0-5 VERY HIGH 10

LOW 5-9 HIGH 9

MODERATE 9-15 MODERATE 5

HIGH 15-30 LOW 1

VERY HIGH >30 VERY LOW 0

SUSTAINABILE 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Road Adjacency 10
 DISTANCE

(m)

Steep slopes 10 DEGREE SLOPE
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