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Islands Trust, Salt Spring Office
500 Lower Ganges Road

Salt Spring Island, BC VBK2NS
ssiinfo@islandstrust.bc.ca

August 30, 2016

Re: Proposed development of Swanson’s Pond property on Salt Spring Island
Dear Islands Trust,

As a neighborhood, we would like to express our concerns and share our visions regarding the proposed
development of the lot known as Swanson’s Pond, located near Gulf Islands Secondary School on a
three-acre residentially zoned property between Kanaka Road and Park Drive, as promoted by Eric
Booth. We respectfully submit this letter to the Islands Trust, rather than to the media, to allow for
discussion to proceed in a responsible manner, in line with the Trust’s mandate to preserve and protect
our islands' unique amenities and environments. Collectively, we believe that the proposed construction

of 48 apartments at this location is unsustainable.

This development has been proposed several times over the past 15 years, and each time it has been
stopped by the community at large. For example in 2007, residents intervened after the flow to the
pond was diverted, flooding downstream homes. In 2008, Salt Spring Secondary students gathered over
400 signatures to halt development. In 2009, the Salt Spring Salmon Enhancement group filed a legal
claim to stop rash action at this site. Over the years, “Friends of Swanson’s Pond” and other community

members have organized and expressed their concerns.

Past concerns remain relevant, including the:

« Ecological importance of the site;

. Safety of school children and pedestrians, with regards to additional vehicular traffic;

« Limited water availability for new developments; and,

« Lost opportunities for greater outdoor education for adjacent schools and benefits of a public

pond and wetland greenspace in town.

Swanson’s Pond and surrounding wetlands and forests are a beautiful natural space. The area was
historically a wetland and shallow salmon stream, but was converted to a wet forest and pond for
drainage in the early 1960’s. The area still supports large numbers of Pacific Chorus Frogs, fire-bellied

newts, pileated woodpeckers and kingfishers, to name just a few species. Freshwater wetlands such as
these are very important for migratory birds, especially in this seasonally-dry, marine environment.
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The safety of pedestrians and school children must also be taken into consideration. The lot is adjacent

to the Gulf Islands Secondary School, which also adjoins Salt Spring Elementary and Middle Schools as
well as the Cooperative Preschool. Traffic is already hectic in the mornings and afternoons with drop-
offs and pick-ups, along with students walking and biking to school. Occasional speeding cars, especially
on Park Drive with little or no shoulder, have nearly hit several walkers. Neighbors have noticed an |
increase in pedestrian activity over the last year or so, with active Bed & Breakfasts and people cutting
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