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studies and measures, specific ecosystem analysis as it relates to environmental 
regulations, specific quantitative water/waste-water/storm water studies, or any specific 
quantitative social-economic data analysis on housing will not be part of this Housing 
Action Program." 

 

Despite this lack of data, the Trust’s own Housing Action Program website promises 
“environmental sustainability” and states: “Issues such as water availability and the 
moratorium on new connections to the North Salt Spring Waterworks District (NSSWD) 
community water system, storm-water and sewer systems, active transportation 
infrastructure, innovative site and building design, arts and culture, and the 
archaeological significance will all be examined in the process.” If there are no studies to 
support the environmental claims, they amount to little more than greenwash. 

 

I notice that the Housing Action Program Task Force’s Summary of Recommendations 
has now been removed from the Housing Action Program website only to reappear on 
the list of Guiding Documents for the OCP update. That summary contains this: “Our goal 
is to support improved housing outcomes for residents of Salt Spring Island, particularly 
those in greatest need, and in ways that maintain and improve the environmental quality 
of the island and the surrounding waters of the Salish Sea.” Again, where is the data to 
show this “improvement”? Are these reassurances in the summary also greenwash? 

 

The OCP Update Terms of Reference claims to have this Project Goal: “The goal of the 
Salt Spring Island OCP-LUB Update Project is to increase housing options and housing 
equity on the island in ways that integrate: advance the interests of First Nations with 
treaty and territorial interests in the Salt Spring Island Local Trust Area; enhance 
Ecosystem integrity and connectivity; and build climate change resiliency. " Again, how 
can you attain any of the stated environmental goals without having complete and up-to-
date data? Is the entire Terms of Reference also a form of greenwash? 

 

Have you forgotten that the minister of municipal affairs has to sign off on the new OCP? 
Given that you are obviously violating your duty to exercise the precautionary principle 
and protect the environment as expressed in the Islands Trust Act, I wonder if you will 
obtain that signature. I respectfully ask that you to go back and start this whole OCP 
update process over, but this time, in a way that has more integrity and credibility, and 
leads to a product that respects provincial law and can be shown to truly reflect the 
wishes of the majority of Salt Spring Island residents. 
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Yours truly, 

 

Frants Attorp 


